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“The local neighborhoods—each with its 
own unique character— give the Cities 
their enduring feel of being both 
cosmopolitan and also a small, friendly 
Midwestern town.”

--Salma Monani, Dept. of Rhetoric, 
University of Minnesota

Summit Hill

The area includes the historical neighborhoods of Cathedral Hill, Crocus Hill, and Grand Avenue, which 
showcase Victorian-era architecture along shady boulevards. Visit Summit Ave., which boasts railroad tycoon 
James J. Hill’ s mansion (#240), F. Scott Fitzgerald’s various residents (e.g., the house at #481 that he was born 
at) and the Governor’s Mansion (#1006). St Paul’s Cathedral (www.cathedralsaintpaul.org/about/history.asp)
at the intersection of Summit and Selby Aves is a landmark, and Selby Ave’s many restaurants, such as 
Moscow on the Hill (Russian and known for its vodkas; located at #371), offer delectable cuisines.

Directions (1.5 miles): Bus route 63 from 6th Street and Wabasha will 
follow Grand Ave. through the heart of Summit Hill. Unload between Dale 
Street and Lexington. Walk one block north to find Summit Ave. OR
Drive west on Kellogg Blvd. As it turns into Exchange Street, continue to 
follow it. Turn right at Sherman Street. Bear left at Ramsey St./Grand Ave.

Often, a city gains its character from the 
neighborhoods surrounding the downtown area. 
They can be hard to find, however. These 
neighborhoods are known for their shopping, 
restaurants, or ethnic character. Walking the streets 
of these special Twin Cities locations will give you 
true local flavor. For a relaxing evening, go explore!

A Minnesota educator ’s opinion:



Como Park
This neighborhood provides a picturesque outing on an 
early fall day whether you decide to walk around the lake, 
visit the free zoo and conservatory, play golf, or just 
explore the parks various historical buildings such as the 
Cafesjian carousel.  The Lake Pavilion’s Black Bear 
Crossing provides lunch and snacks. Immerse yourself in 
Minnesotan character at local haunts such as the Coffee 
Grounds (1579 Hamline Ave.), and Java Train (1341 
Pascal Street N.) 

www.stpaul.gov/depts/parks/userguide/comopark.html

Directions (5 miles): Access Hwy 94 west via Wabasha 
Street by heading north from Crowne Plaza. Exit north on 
Lexington Pkwy. Follow for 2 miles. OR Bus route 3a 
from Wabasha St. and 4th Street to Horton Ave and 
Lexington Parkway. Walk one block south on Lexington 
to Como Ave.

Lowertown 
Lowertown’s grid of city streets 
has an urban feel. During the fall 
Art Crawl, October 13-15th, visit 
the warehouse-renovated studios 
and galleries of many local 
artists. The Farmer’s Market (290 
E.  5th Street) is a cheery spot on 
weekends. 

Directions: Walk east on Kellogg 
Blvd. until Jackson (8-10 blocks). 
Lowertown is the  downtown area 
east of Jackson street. 

Grand Ave.
At 25 blocks long, Grand Ave. is a pleasurable 
meander amidst “ the historic and the hip.”*   It’s 
many shops and restaurants include local gems 
such as Evla’s Pottery (#844) and Everest on 
Grand (Nepalese Cuisine, located at #1278). 
Historic brick townhouses line the street, and St. 
Thomas and Macalester colleges lend the 
neighborhood an invigorating college town feel.        

Directions: Drive west on Kellogg Blvd. Continue onto 
Exchange Street. Turn right at Sherman Street. Bear left at 
Ramsey St./Grand Ave. OR bus route 63 from 6th Street and 
Wabasha. This route follows Grand for 2+ miles.

Irvine Park
A small historic neighborhood next to the popular 
West Seventh neighborhood on the west edge of 
downtown St. Paul, Irvine Park became a 
National Register Historic District in 1973. “ It 
contains the city©s largest concentration of pre-
Civil War houses. The neighborhood’s modest 
frame and brick houses built by German, Irish, 
Polish, Bohemian, and Italian immigrant working 
class families are some of St. Paul©s most 
architecturally and historically significant 
working class housing.”

~Ramsey County Historical Society  
http://www.geomyidae.com/index.php?TopicID=

pxirvinepark

Be sure to stop in at the historic Alexander 
Ramsey House for a tour. 265 S. Exchange St.

http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/arh/index.html

Walking Directions: From Crowne Plaza, follow 
Kellogg Blvd. west for 1/4 mile to West 7th 
Street. Walk 2 blocks west on W. 7th to Walnut. 
Go south on Walnut a couple blocks and start 
exploring Irvine Park!

Other  interesting neighborhoods

•West Side (Distr ict del Sol) www.districtdelsol.com

•The hip Minneapolis Uptown Neighborhood  
www.uptownminneapolis.com/enter

•Find Local Photo Tours at:  http://www.geomyidae.com/


