What Do We Need to

Live on Planet Earth?

A Case Study of Traditional Rural
Life in East Africa
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Kendra R. Wallace This curriculum engages students in the study of two
civilizations very different from their own, specifi-
Stanford Program on cally the Masai and Kikuyu peoples of eastern Africa.
International and The focus is on understanding what these cultures
Cross-Cultural Education require to survive in their respective environments,
(SPICE) Stanford University how and why some survival strategies work, and to
Encina Hall East, Ground compare and contrast them with the students' own
Floor culture and needs. The curriculum .
Stanford. CA 94305-5013 consists of six lessons, lasting from Grade Level
’ thirty to sixty minutes in length, 2-4
phone: (800) 578-1114 each of which involves a group Dength
fax: (415) 723-6784 activity and project. The book 59 pages
e-mail: lists complete instructions for the Date  Published
hf.gxm@forsythe.stanford.edu teacher, including materials, 1995

website: http://spice.stanford.edu | identification of different skills,
teaching towards different learning abilities, sugges-
Cost: $29.95 tions for assigning roles for students within groups,
thoughts on rotating and timing activity assignments,
optional activities, and preparation guidelines. The
SUBJECTS book includes full-color student activity cards, maps,
and lists of reference materials.
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RIBOTTOM "Activities let students make their own
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B Usability

Provides balanced presenta-
tion of different points of
view. Invites inquiry and
discussion. Describes two
different African societies to
employ diversity. Lists
reviewers and sources of
information.

Thorough treatment of
concept of survival in differ-
ent contexts. Makes connec-
tion between human and
animal needs.

Encourages critical thinking,
group work, and problem
solving skills. Provides
opportunity for applying
skills to issues.

Not

Involves a variety of learning
styles. Clearly states goals
and objectives.

Easy to use and copy
materials. Provides sources
of additional information.
Information is long-lived.

Unclear if East Africans or
people with direct knowl-
edge of the cultures exam-
ined or were involved in
review of curriculum.

Misses opportunities to do
science experiments relevant
to the curriculum.

Applicable.

Some material may be too
advanced for stated age

group.

Lacks follow-up activities.

"Encourages awareness of all organisms' needs."

"Encourages students to identify and conserve what is needed in the environment."
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